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Do 

the 

map!



VAP Human Geography + 

Global Issues, World 

History, American History, 

English, & Womenõs History 

Teacher in Sitka, Alaska

VEditor, The Geography 

Teacher, an NCGE journal

VAP Reader

VETS Geography Praxis 

Committee

VNational Board Certified 

Teacher

?  Softball Player (only when 

teams are allowed 4 outs!)



GOALS

Spatial data & thinking
Synthesis across units & 

textbooks

Mini-lessons
Technology:  

geospatial revolution



FOCUS:  Spatial

o Use and think about maps and spatial 

data.

o Understand and interpret the 

implications of associations among 

phenomena in places.

o Recognize andinterpret at different 

scales the relationships among 

patterns and processes.

FOCUS:  Geography:  Its nature & 

Perspectives

o New geographic technologies, such as 

éremote sensingé

o Sources of geographical ideas and 

data: ésatellite imagery

Checkpoint 1: AP Course Outline



Earth Observatory
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov

o Where is it?  Why is it there?

o What geographic information about human geography is revealed 

in this image?

o Would you be able to interpret the image without the written 

description?

o Would we have the geographic information without remote sensing 

technology?  Would we have been able to gather the same 

information before remote sensing?  If so, how?

o What would the same information look like when you are on the 

ground observing it?  What would the map look like?

o How does the information gained from the remotely-sensed image 

fit a local pattern?  Regional?  Global?



Examine the image before reading the description.

Earth Observatory:  Suggested Activity Steps
Navigate to site.

Search on hurricanes, earthquakes, etc.

Then read the description and answer the questions.
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http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/






More Resources

ÅMission Geography

http://www.missiongeography.org

ÅEuropean Space Agency:  

http://www.esa.int/eduspace

(Search on topic & subtopic to get urban land use, for example.)

http://www.missiongeography.org/
http://www.esa.int/eduspace


FOCUS:  Spatial

o Use and think about maps and spatial 

data.

o Understand and interpret the 

implications of associations among 

phenomena in places.

o Recognize andinterpret at different 

scales the relationships among 

patterns and processes.

FOCUS:  Population

o Population movement

oMajoréinvoluntary movements at 

different scales

o International migration and refugees

Checkpoint 2: AP Course Outline



UNHCR  Interactive RefScout
http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/RefScout/refscout.html#

o Where are asylum seekers?  IDPs?  Refugees?  Stateless persons?  

Returnees?

o How does the flow of refugees vary by region and why?  



Choose Region and Colorize (to choose type of data).

UNHCR:  Suggested Activity Steps
Navigate to site.

Choose Year and then Show Data by Asylum or by Origin.

Scroll down to examine data in table format and toggle between 

Show by geography and show by category.

Write a synopsis of the plight of refugees in your region.
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Compare to regional descriptions in the deBlij, Murphy, Foubergtext 

(pp. 87-92) and/or to regional reports accessible through 

http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c206.html(Where We Work).
6

Update using current information from reliable sources (i.e. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/interactive/2011/jul/04/somalia-

hornofafrica-drought-map-interactive).
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http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/RefScout/refscout.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c206.html




Choose Region and Colorize (to choose type of data).

UNHCR:  Suggested Activity Steps
Navigate to site.

Choose Year and then Show Data by Asylum or by Origin.

Scroll down to examine data in table format and toggle between 

Show by geography and show by category.

Write a synopsis of the plight of refugees in your region.
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Compare to regional descriptions in the deBlij, Murphy, Foubergtext 

(pp. 87-92) and/or to regional reports accessible through 

http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c206.html(Where We Work).
6

Update using current information from reliable sources (i.e. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/interactive/2011/jul/04/somalia-

hornofafrica-drought-map-interactive).
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http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/RefScout/refscout.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c206.html


More Resources

ÅUNHCR and Google Earth 
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c4d3.html

ÅGlobal Health
http://www.globalhealthfacts.org/

ÅGeospatial Revolution
http://geosptaialrevolution/pus.edu/episode4/chapter3

http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c4d3.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c4d3.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c4d3.html
GeoSpatial Rev 4.wmv
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c4d3.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c4d3.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c4d3.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c4d3.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c4d3.html


FOCUS:  Spatial

o Use and think about maps and spatial 

data.

o Understand and interpret the 

implications of associations among 

phenomena in places.

o Recognize andinterpret at different 

scales the relationships among 

patterns and processes.

FOCUS:  Cultural Patterns & Processes

o Concepts of culture:  diffusion, 

globalization, cultural regions

o Cultural differences:  Religion

Checkpoint 3 : AP Course Outline



Mapping the Global Muslim Population
http://pewforum.org/Muslim/Mapping-the-Global-Muslim-

Population(17).aspx

o Where is the worldõs Muslim population?  Why?

o To where has the Muslim religion diffused and why?

o What was the link between the diffusion of Islam and commercial history?  

(Knox and Marston, p. 198)

o Which four countries outside the Middle East contain half of the worldõs 

Muslims?  (Rubenstein, p. 185)

o Where do the branches of Islam predominate?

o Why has Islam grown rapidly in Europe and North America in recent years?  

(Rubenstein, p. 185)

o Where  in the world does Islam  border or intersect with other religions creating 

interfaith boundaries?  (de Blij, Murphy, Fouberg, p. 206)

o Why is more  than one map needed to understand the Muslim world?  If you had 

to choose just two maps of the Muslim world for an AP Human Geography 

textbook, which ones would you use?  (Include the ones already in your 

textbook for consideration.)



Printout relevant maps or have students view maps online

Muslim World:  Suggested Activity Steps
Navigate to site

Examine the variety of maps in the report (see the right-hand 

margin for links).

Discuss using questions provided.
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http://pewforum.org/Muslim/Mapping-the-Global-Muslim-Population(17).aspx


Source:  Pew Muslim Report



More Resources

ÅShow ® World
http://show.mappingworlds.com/world/

http://show.mappingworlds.com/world/
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c4d3.html




FOCUS:  Spatial

o Use and think about maps and spatial 

data.

o Understand and interpret the 

implications of associations among 

phenomena in places.

o Recognize andinterpret at different 

scales the relationships among 

patterns and processes.

FOCUS:  Political Organization of Space

o Evolution of the contemporary political 

pattern

ÅThe  nation-state concept

ÅColonialism and imperialism

ÅDemocratization

Checkpoint 4 : AP Course Outline



Animated Atlas of African History 
http://www.brown.edu/Research/AAAH/index.htm
oHow does the continent of Africa reflect the evolution of the contemporary 

political pattern?

ÅHow did colonialism and imperialism impact the continent of Africa?

ÅWas Africa impacted more by the first or second wave of colonialism?  
(deBlij, Murphy, Fouberg, p. 229)

ÅHow did the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885 impact the map of Africa? 
(deBlij, Murphy, Fouberg, p. 229)

ÅHow did democratization impact the continent of Africa?

ÅWhat former colonies achieved independence before 1960, in 1960, 
and after 1960?  (Knox and Marston, p. 362)

ÅTo what degree does the concept of nation-state fit the continent of Africa?

ÅWhat type of nation-states are predominant on the continent of Africa? 
(Domosh, et al., p. 195)

ÅDid the Arab spring impact the spatial patterns of democratization  and/or 
nation-states in Africa?

ÅHow does South Sudan impact these same spatial patterns?



Play animation several times.

Animated Atlas of Africa:  Suggested Activity Steps

Navigate to site.

Read legend and discuss.

Discuss using questions provided.

Navigate to a site about the Arab spring and 
discuss.
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Navigate to a site about South Sudan and 

discuss.
6

http://www.brown.edu/Research/AAAH/index.htm


More Resources

ÅArab Spring
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/world/middle-east-

protests/

South Sudan Maps:
http://www.unsudanig.org/library/mapcatalogue/south/index.php

ÅNew World Map: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2011/jul/08/world-

map-new-south-sudan

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/world/middle-east-protests/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/world/middle-east-protests/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/world/middle-east-protests/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/world/middle-east-protests/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/world/middle-east-protests/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/world/middle-east-protests/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/world/middle-east-protests/
http://www.unsudanig.org/library/mapcatalogue/south/index.php
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2011/jul/08/world-map-new-south-sudan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2011/jul/08/world-map-new-south-sudan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2011/jul/08/world-map-new-south-sudan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2011/jul/08/world-map-new-south-sudan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2011/jul/08/world-map-new-south-sudan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2011/jul/08/world-map-new-south-sudan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2011/jul/08/world-map-new-south-sudan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2011/jul/08/world-map-new-south-sudan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2011/jul/08/world-map-new-south-sudan


FOCUS:  Spatial

o Use and think about maps and spatial 

data.

o Understand and interpret the 

implications of associations among 

phenomena in places.

o Recognize andinterpret at different 

scales the relationships among 

patterns and processes.

FOCUS:  Agriculture & Rural  Land Use

o Major agricultural production regions

o Rural land use and settlement patterns

Checkpoint 5 : AP Course Outline



Agriculture
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data/ruralatlas/atlas.htm#map

o Where is agriculture in the U.S.?  Why?  

o What is the relationship between agriculture, population patterns, economic 

development, and rural-urban migration? 

o How do these patterns vary by region within the U.S.?



Compare patterns and discuss using suggested questions, 

especially the relationships among agriculture, population 

density, economic development, and rural-urban migration 

emphasizing differences among regions.

Agriculture:  Suggested Activity Steps
Navigate to site

Use the pull-down menus to change the maps.
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http://www.ers.usda.gov/data/ruralatlas/atlas.htm


More Resources
Great Plains Topic
ÅGreat Plains

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0405/feature1/index.html

ÅLonsdale, Richard E.  Archer, J. Clark.  òEmptying Areas of the United 

States, 1990-1995.ó  Journal of Geography  97:  108-122, 1998.

ÅWilson, Steven G.  Population Dynamics of the Great Plains:  1950 to 

2007.  (Current Population Report).  Washington, DC:  U.S. Department 

of the Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration, U.s. Census 

Bureau, July 2009.

Other Ag Topics
ÅUSDA Food Atlas

http://maps.ers.usda.gov/FoodAtlas/

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0405/feature1/index.html
http://maps.ers.usda.gov/FoodAtlas/


FOCUS:  Spatial

o Use and think about maps and spatial 

data.

o Understand and interpret the 

implications of associations among 

phenomena in places.

o Recognize andinterpret at different 

scales the relationships among 

patterns and processes.

FOCUS:  Development

o Variations in levels of development.

Checkpoint 6 : AP Course Outline



The Global Poverty Mapping Project

http://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/povmap/
o Where is poverty?  Why?

ÅHow does poverty vary by scale?

ÅHow does poverty vary on a global scale?

ÅHow does poverty vary on a continental scale?

ÅHow does poverty vary within a country?

ÅHow does poverty vary within an urban area?

o What is the single most important demographic factor related to 

poverty?  If the goal is poverty reduction, what is the most important 

change a country can make?  Is the same true on all geographic 

scale?

o Why do many experts believe that infant mortality rate is the best single 

index of living standards?  (Domosh, et al, p. 81)



Printout relevant pages or have students view atlas online.

Economic Development:  Suggested Activity Steps
Navigate to site.

Download Where the Poor Are:  An Atlas of Poverty.

Discuss using several examples (i.e. South Africa or Kenya).

If using Kenya, a good followupis at the Population Reference 
Bureau:  http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/kenya-
engage.aspx(a 30-minute online webcast).
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For a general look at the link between family planning and 
poverty:  http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/family-
planning-poverty-reduction.aspx.  
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http://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/povmap/
http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/kenya-engage.aspx
http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/kenya-engage.aspx
http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/kenya-engage.aspx
http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/family-planning-poverty-reduction.aspx
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http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/family-planning-poverty-reduction.aspx
http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/family-planning-poverty-reduction.aspx
http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/family-planning-poverty-reduction.aspx
http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/family-planning-poverty-reduction.aspx
http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/family-planning-poverty-reduction.aspx


More Resources

ÅWorld Bank
http://youthink.worldbank.org

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator?display=map

(Table/Map/Graph)

ÅPopulation Reference Bureau
http://www.prb.org

http://youthink.worldbank.org/
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator?display=map
http://www.prb.org/


FOCUS:  Spatial

o Use and think about maps and spatial 

data.

o Understand and interpret the 

implications of associations among 

phenomena in places.

o Recognize andinterpret at different 

scales the relationships among 

patterns and processes.

FOCUS:  Cities and Urban Land Use

o Historical patterns of urbanization

o Rural-urban migration and urban 

growth

o Global cities and megacities

Checkpoint 7 : AP Course Outline



StatPlanet
http://www.statplanet.org/wb/statplanet.html?y=1990-2010

o Where  is urbanization and why?

o What are the patterns of rural-urban migration and why?

o What are the patterns of urban growth?

o What are and where are global cities? Megacities?  Primate cities?

o What role do cities play in globalization?    (deBlij, Murphy, Fouberg, p. 

295)



Compare to other indicators (Urban Population, % Urban, % Rural, 

Population in Largest City, % in Urban Agglomerations of >1 m.

Urbanization:  Suggested Activity Steps
Navigate to site.

Choose an indicator from the pull down menu (i.e. Population 

Density).

Look at trends over time while focusing on one region (i.e. Asia).
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For a general look at the link between family planning and 
poverty:  http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/family-
planning-poverty-reduction.aspx.  

http://www.statplanet.org/wb/statplanet.html?y=1990-2010
http://www.prb.org/Journalists/Webcasts/2011/family-planning-poverty-reduction.aspx
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More Resources

ÅEsriõsZip Code

http://youthink.worldbank.org

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator?display=map

(Table/Map/Graph)

ÅPopulation Reference Bureau
http://www.prb.org

http://youthink.worldbank.org/
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator?display=map
http://www.prb.org/


More Resources

Change the scale!

ÅEsriõsZipcodeLookup
http://redlandsbaoapp1.esri.com/ZipCodeLookup/Default.aspx?ZIP=94102&Layer=1

http://mail.ssd.k12.ak.us/Redirect/redlandsbaoapp1.esri.com/ZipCodeLookup/Default.aspx?ZIP=94102&Layer=1


Assessment

SKILL Progressing Toward 
Standard

Meets Standard Exceeds Standard

Organizes 
Geographic 
Information

o Selects and designs 
appropriate forms of 
maps to organize 
geographic information in 
a rudimentary manner

o Selects and designs 
appropriate forms of 
maps to organize 
geographic information in 
a  in a manner 
appropriate for the grade 
level

o Selects and designs 
appropriate forms of 
maps to organize 
geographic information in 
a professional or highly 
polished manner

Analyzes 
Geographic 
Information

o Makes inferences and 
draws  limited 
conclusions from maps 
and geographic 
representations

o Makes inferences and 
draws general 
conclusions from maps 
and geographic 
representations

o Makes inferences and 
draws sophisticated 
conclusions from maps 
and geographic 
representations

GEOGRAPHIC SKILLS SCORING GUIDE


